


KGB Chief \^>ws ftuve 



"muscOW, Aim aftZrC 

w KGB^«tor, V»dim 

^ WV it win be enier far 

At the KGB. Baln^i., i.- 
«MewitinaT^^?!^^ 

».‘!3£:i;gh3“.« 

SvrSXist 

eouId^X^LS? 

*^top,Sv!^ 

»ter DullS^n*® «tenee nun- 

becai« uL^5f^ “ tappened 
cnritTtir/’^t*!” of stete le- 
* “'»°Poly end it 

^r^iofthecSJSSS 

•“d iti PoBtbtiro. The KG6 «m 




...Tj^S'fiAKAJW 

**® »*• «eoo!»on*f 

ondectL’^tfi?^’' ^ •“«*» 






“^««Ki.*DoyoutS^ 

Mn^e«t an entire p^iS 
i«|»vate the coupj'rhTc^ 
<^nstrated toTu inL^ 

SaeKGB,AaaCclK 




» IA/o«?KJrinf^i^ 







tr: 



V. 



{• 



AFTER, 

Purging I 



IE COUP 

€ret Police 



Chief Vows to ‘Get Rid of Reactionaries’ 



KGB, From A1 



The former KGB chief, Vladimir 
Kr^chkov, was dearly in the inner 
core of the coup. While other min- 
isters around him suffered from 
ddubt and confusion, sources said, 
Kryuchkov was on the phone at the 
KreOllin issuing commands to the 
giiards watching Mikhail Gorbachev 
in*the-Crimea and the KGB military 
units outside Moscow. 

iBakatin has always been every- 
thing his predecessor despised. A 
Gorbachev loyalist who made con- 
c(^ons to the Baltic states while 
he wp running the countjys police 
network, Bakatin lost his job as in- 
td^r minister last winter when 
Kryuchkov and hard-liners in the 
piMiament delivered an Ultimatum 
to Gorbachev. Bakatin told The 
Wellington Post at the time that he 
di(l not believe Gorbachev really 
wanted to fire him and that it was 
the conservative Soyus faction in 
the parliament that h^ pressed the 
Sdviet leader the hardest. 

iLaat spring, Gorbachev brought 
BAkatin back into his dreJe of ad- 
viaerf Bakatin routinely criticized 
Gorbachev— “We have no economic 
p,5^y|-_but the Soviet leader val- 
u^'^s competence and his su- 
pA^ self-confidence. 

^Bakatin is a pure Gorbachev 
QUin — but in the best sense this 
time," said former KGB general 
01^ Kahigin. Bakatin’s political 
base is mainly Gorbachev himself. 
He ran for Russian president two 



months ago and finidied last in the 
six-man race. 

With Kryuchkov in jail and sin- 
gularly unrepentent, Bakatin Iws 
moved to turn the KGB into an in- 
telligence service of the Western 
type. He said he must begin with a 
game of "who is who," of finding out 
which agents he can trust. 

“1 remember telling you I didn’t 
believe there could ever be a coup." 
he said today. "Well, now I have to 
admit I was naive. At best, it was an 
illusion to think that law-enforce- 
ment bodies, which still bear the 
imprint of the punitive system of 
the past, would protect the individ- 
ual and society." 

A thorough purge, be said, Tias 
to happen quickly to get rid of the 
reactionaries still [In the KGB) and 
to keep in the hon^ people and the 
real p^essionals. ... Of course, 
there are still people here [who sup- 
ported the junU). I only wish 1 knew 
the percentage." 

Bakatin, who won overwhelming 
endorsement from the Supreme So- 
viet Thursday, has begun his new 
job with a stunning series of direc- 
tives and admissions. 

He said the KGB will “in the vc^ 
near future" allow the wife and chil- 
dren df its top defector, Oleg C^- 
dievsky, to l^ve Moscow and join 
him in London. He has already lifted 
their round-the-clock surveillance. 

He also said he will end all spying 
on politicians and legislators, and 
will soon end the phone taps on 
Journalists and foreign buaioess 



people. He said he will even create 
a civil advisory panel for the KGB 
similar to the CIA's adjunct intel- 
ligence board. 

Bakatin speaks in the language of 
“rule of law" and the “protection of 
human rights." 

But Kryuchkov too once used the 
lexicon of modem democracy — that 
», unless be was accusing the Soviet 
le^Klership oj[ kowtowing to the CIA 
or destroying the union. His public 
relations caifiptign included a aeries 
of winsome mtariews. “The KGB 
chairman’s life is no bed of roses," he 
told one magtane. His office even 
ran a pageant^ the basements of ^ 
Lubyanka, the KB headquarters, to 
•elect a “Miss 1^1990.* ^ 

guess they nink m be the new 
fstt of the KGBl^ winner, Katya 
Mayorova, said b an interview at 
Lubyanka at tb^time. "We'd like 
people to think that we're not moo- 
Btera working here." 

Kryuchkov dearly deceived Gor- 
bachev, flattered him and made him 
believe that his fiercest enemies 
were the “so-called democrats," 
those around Yeltsin and dissident 
Andrei Sakharov who the hard-lin- 
ers said were leading the Commu- 
nist Party and the union to ruin. 

Kryuchkov, Gorbachev said last 
week, had always impressed him 
with his lerudilion." T figured he 
was less professional than the oth- 
ers. You have to be carefid of the 
professionala.* He trusted him. 

But Kryuchkov and other aides M 
Gorbachev “Bes and truth mixed with 



lies" to confuse him, said Alexander 
Yakovlev, Gorbachev’s closest con- 
fidant in the first years of reform. 
Bakatin, a former Communist Party 
boss in the Siberian dty of Ke- 
merovo, agreed with Yakovlev. He 
said that perhaps the biggest sin of 
the KGB was constantly creating an 
imaginary, manipulative picture of 
the world for Gorbachev. 

“The work that has been done up 
till now in keeping the top leader- 
ship informed only distorted the 
vision of the leadership about the 
genuine state of mind in society,’’ 
Bakatin said. 

“Gorbachev la of course guilty of 
being too trusting because be had 
all these people around him who 
betrayed him. He was, at the nme 
time, a victim and a perpetrator." 

But Bakatin dismisses any "oaiy 
■ccusatkxn” that Gorbachev helped 
plan the coup: T don't think the peo- 
ple who be^ this mad adventure 
were so stupid that they were just 
playing a joke with tanks and gi^ 
for three days and then were going 
to turn to the man they called their 
'dear friend.' This is a crime puniah- 
able by the firing squad." 

Baktin now will try to dismantle 
and reshape an intelligence service 
that ia extremely divided. Although 
there are no illusions about the 1 ^- 
el of support for Kryuchkov and the 
coup, especially in the upper 
reachei of the KGB. the secret ser- 
vices also had officers who proved 
loyal to Yeltsin. 

KGB aourcea were the first to 




alert the Russian government that 
Yeltsin waa to be arrested aa the 
coup began. They provided the Rus- 
sian government with crucial tnfor- 
matioa about the communications 
systems of the Ministry of Defense 
and the KGB itself. Moscow News 
reported that the KGB provided 
Ydtsin's team with a printing press 
to publ^ its leaflets, and former 
agents now in business contributed 
more than 1 miUion rubles to a Rua- 
aian defense fund. During the 
putsch, middle-rank officers in the 
KGB drafted a statement denounc- 
ing the junta. And it was the refusal 
of the KGB'a anti-terrorist Alpha 
Group to attack the “White Houm," 
as the Russian parliament building 
is known, that effectively ended the 
military threat of the coup. 

Bakatin said he now inherits a 
vast archive of historical documenta 
“deacribiog crimes against human- 
ity" and fflea on individuala and in- 
formers. What he doea with those 
papers and computer discs will have 
a tremendous effect on the coun- 
try's mood and its image abroad. 

Aaked about charges that the 
KGB engineered the 1981 assas- 
sination attempt on Pope John Paul 
n, Bakatin said, T don’t think there 
waa involvement there. But if there 
waa, youll know." 



But Bakatin said he refuses to-- 
open personal archives, that the^ 
personal and aodal consequences*^ 
would be too grim to imagine. “We 
live in a state that created a system— 
that involved our citizens in a dirty 
game," he said. "We cannot now^,j, 
bold these people responsible 
feed them to the mob." ' . : . 

A Norwegian reporter askeft!!!!* 
Bakatin if the KGB would continue^H^ 
to hire foreign officials into betrayr;,^^^ 
ing thek countries. The reportqi^ 
referred spedfi^y to an Oslo foi;- 
eign office official who is serving 
20 -year jul sentence for spying, 

"I'd advise your people not tOrH% 
chomp on the hooka set out by 
viet intelligence," Bakatin said. 

For the moment, there are 09 ^, 
effective laws governing Soviet 
telligence. The roechanlama of surn 3 .ij 
vefllance and represaton are sdU 
use even if the great symbols of tb($Vi^ 
"Sword and Shield" have been toqj;;;„ 
down and ddaced. Bakatin wiel^^,;j 
aa much power as Ida predecessoiV' 
Gorbachev and Yeltain will have 
depend on hia gi^ mtentiona. 

“Look," Bakatin said, "our denm^^ott' 
racy is so young that we live in 
legri vacuum. We could eltherj^^^ 
mothball everything or demonatrate j 
a degree of trust I'm begging for 
certain degree of trust." ^ 





